2022. BIG shout out to our major
donations
which
have
included
USD$10,000 from Birdlife International,
NZ$5,000 from the National Environmental
Service, and $2000 from our good friends
David and Sarah Gordon from the UK.

Kia Orana e te katoatoa. Teia te nuti no
Aperira 2022.
Welcome to the April 2022 edition of
our newsletter. Prepared here is an
overview of those activities we
achieved over the month as well as
some upcoming activities you may
consider being involved in.

There are a few different ways to support the
Suwarrow RAT campaign. For those based
on Rarotonga you can.,
● opt to buy a TIS water bottle with $5
from every purchase going towards the
campaign.
Or you can choose either of our online banking
options to support directly.
● For the Cook Islands: Bank of the Cook
Islands (BCI) Te Ipukarea Society
Account: 82853 S15
● Based in NZ: KiwiBank 389 020
0794187 00
● For international donations, we have
a crowdfunding page: Protecting a
Little Paradise
You can learn more about the project here.

There is still time to donate to the
Suwarrow Rat Eradication!
Wow, how amazing is this! Thank you to all
the amazing support from our local Cook
Islands community and international
support we have received thus far. We
have raised nearly $30,000 and are still
chasing about $20,000 more. Forecasts
are showing a departure around May 30th,

Throwback to 2018, Finance Manager Mary all ready to
disperse rat bait on motu Tou, Suwarrow.

Our Ocean Watch Party

Minerals Authority, Ministry of Marine
Resources as well as a number of interested
individuals.
Read more about
Conference’ here

the

‘Our

Ocean

Tuning in with Matariki FM

Our Ocean panel discussion via a live zoom session held at the
University of the South Pacific with Cook Island. Participating
stakeholders; Ministry of Marine Resources,
National
Environment Service and visitors from the US Consulate in
Auckland were in attendance.

In the lead-up to the ‘Our Ocean Conference’
Held in Palau on the 13 & 14th of April, Te
Ipukarea Society coordinated an in-person and
virtual watch party that featured young ocean
climate activists from around the Pacific.
Panelists which included our own Alanna
Smith discussed challenges, priorities and
opportunities for solutions to address the
ocean climate crisis with recommendations
that might be considered at the Our Ocean
conference.
Following the virtual watch party there was an
open discussion facilitated by Lexi Mac-Hoff,
President and representative for the Cook
Islands National Youth Council. Those calls to
actions from a Cook Islands community
perspective were discussed.
Local stakeholders who were present included
the National Environment Service, Seabed

Youth Media Team Henare Tapuvae and TIS project officer
Terena Koteka-Wiki are ready to talk William Framhein’s
ears off on Matariki FM radio. Topic of the day - Reducing
plastic waste by using our free water refill stations.

Live on air for a compelling and hilarious
hour-long radio chat with William Framhein
on Matariki FM discussing all things about
the
environment.
The
hour-long
conversation covered several aspects of the
work that Te Ipukarea Society implements,
based on our 5 focus areas.
An important focus area discussed was
waste management. Here the team talked
about the latest TV advert which
encourages people to use the free UV
treated refill water stations around
Rarotonga, as well as those environmental
and economical benefits too. Utilising these

water stations not only saves you money
but also reduces the amount of plastic bottle
waste ending up in our landfill or ocean.
The awareness raising TV ad was produced
by Alanna Smith and created an awesome
opportunity for the youth media team to not
only get in front of the camera but also learn
about the benefits of using a reusable bottle
and how our water refill stations are being
checked and cleaned on a weekly basis by
To Tatou Vai.

Meitaki Ma’ata to Cook Islands Family
Welfare Association (CIFWA) Leilani Vano
and Alex Haible Thorp for collaborating with
Te Ipukarea Society. Also thank you to the
UNESCO Participation Fund for making this
opportunity possible.

Celebrating Earth Day!

Maine Mura Community Session

Small open Maine Mura community session held at the TIS office.

An intimate small group session was held at
the TIS office with Alanna and Lani from
CIFWA for those students or parents who
missed the school awareness-raising
session on reusable feminine hygiene
products.
After the session, there was interest in the
presentation being delivered to Apii
Arorangi. Watch this space.

Celebrating earth day with a Ridge to Reef learning by doing
programme

Earth Day 2022 drew on the combined efforts
of Te Ipukarea Society, Muri Environment Care
group, Cook Islands Natural Heritage Trust, To
Tatou Vai, and the Cook Islands National
Environment Service who shared their skills
and expertise in a Ridge to Reef learning by
doing school holiday adventure.
The ridge to reef programme involved visiting
four different unique ecosystems found within

the Avana district. At each site, we talked
about the changes in life we were seeing along
the way, as well as how this life provides free
services to us such as medicines and food.
Threats towards each site visited were also
discussed from development to climate change
and of course pollution.

Did you know…,

Meitaki to all those who participated, including
the youth media team, for documenting the
learning experience and to Vodafone Cook
Islands for sponsoring our awesome spot
prizes. Read more about how the day went
here

About 70% of all plant species found in
inland Rarotonga occur in this area

The Takitumu Conservation
formed in February 1996

Area

was

The largest mammal in the TCA is the Moa
Kirikiri (fruit bat)

Learn more about the TCA by clicking here

You Will Be Greatly Missed
Joseph Brider

The Takitumu Conservation Area

The Kakerori or Rarotonga Flycatcher, an attractive tiny bird only
found on Rarotonga and Atiu.

The Takitumu Conservation Area located in
the inland areas of the Takitumu district is
made up of 155 ha of forested area. It is a
protected site that is home to the no longer
endangered kakerori, Rarotonga Fly-cater,
and the endemic I’oi, Rarotonga Starling
and the Kukupa, Rarotonga Fruit Dove.
Many other unique plants and animals are
found here.

Botanist Joseph Brider pictured here taking part in our most
recent Ridge to Reef Programme, playing an instrumental role on
the day in teaching our students about what life was found at each
of the sites visited

Such a sad time for us to hear the sudden
passing of Joseph Brider. We have worked
a lot together for the past 15 years, during
this time he has progressed through the
ranks to become Deputy Director and then
Director at the National Environment
Service. But that bureaucracy was not for
him, and he escaped back into the field
where he much preferred to be, with the
Cook Islands Natural Heritage Trust for the

past 3 years. Learning from nature and
passing it on. Our latest cooperative effort
was just 2 weeks ago, taking our youth on
an educational tour from the Avana water
intake all the way down to our salt marsh
and makatea at Avana point. He was so
good at explaining our natural world to our
young ones. Such a huge loss for the Cook
Islands, and the region. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family. Rest in peace
and love Joe.

TIS. Get in quick while stocks last, you don’t
want to miss out.

Renew or become a new member of
Te Ipukarea Society

Restocked at the TIS office!

Four of our nine Gold Corporate members of TIS for 2021-22. Pacific
Resort, CITC, Motu, Capital Security Bank Limited (top left to right)

Corporate, individual and family membership
fees can now be done online by filling out your
details here. Through this page, there are
instructions on how best to proceed with online
membership payment based on where you
currently reside.

The creative recycled bicycle tire feather earrings from O Te Motu

The trendy O Te Motu Creations are back in
stock at the TIS office! All sale proceeds go back
to Te Ipukarea Society’s Suwarrow RAT
campaign
Meitaki Ranuinui to O Te Motu Creations for
your donation and your continued support for

We hope you enjoyed reading our
newsletter. Meitaki e kia manuia from
all of us at Te Ipukarea Society.

