Aviu- Kurariki, Ruby Newport, Teau and
Teuruaa Goldsworthy. This advert shares a
message that we each need to take responsibility
for our waste and that there is no such place as
‘away’.
There was so much great support during the
production of the ad. We are grateful to local
sponsorship from CITC who are our longest
standing corporate Gold sponsorship and have
walked the talk in sustainability with their efforts in
reducing the amount of single use plastics imports.
We are also grateful to the US Embassy in New
Zealand for supporting the production and air time
of many of our environmental adverts these past
18 months.

Kia Orana e te katoatoa. Teia te nuti no
Tianuare 2022.
Welcome to the January 2022 edition of
our newsletter. We hope you have enjoyed
a relaxing holiday season and we look
forward to sharing with you all of our
activities for the year ahead.

The catchy tune is written by Phoebe Happ of Kuki
time 4 kids who also choreographed the dancing.
There was also the added talents of musician JIm
Perkins and vocals by Kura Happ.
Phoebe Happ and her husband Steve as well as
volunteer Jo Holley helped Te Ipukarea Society by
directing both the dancers and the camera crew to
produce incredible footage. Great effort and
support from everyone who contributed in the
making of Ta’au, taku tita.

TIS staff members 2021

Behind the Scenes Filming of Taau Taku
Tita advert
On Thursday 13th January we set out to film our
new ‘Ta’au taku tita’ advertisement starring: Liam
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Update on Suwarrow Fundraiser
Meitaki ma’ata to everyone for their kind and
generous support from far and wide. We are
excited to confirm that we have raised a total of
$8,000 so far!
Some of these donations have come directly to us
(outside of Givealittle) and also includes $5 from
the sale of each of our insulated reusable bottles
($35 each), available from the TIS office in
Rarotonga.
Look for the new donation boxes at major retailers,
accomodations and the airport. 100% of this
money goes to this fundraiser. Let us know if your
business would like a new donation box.
We do still have a fair way to go to reach our target,
so please share this page with your friends &
family. You can learn more about the project at our
website here.
● For the Cook Islands: Bank of the Cook
Islands (BCI) Te Ipukarea Society Account:
82853 S15
● NZ: Kiwibank 389 020 0794187 00
● For international donations we have a
crowdfunding page: Protecting a Little
Paradise

Itirangi completes her TIS Internship
Our summer intern, Itirangi Pennycook has now
completed
her
Dame
Margaret
Karika
Environmental Internship with us at TIS.

Itirangi on a recent TIS trek on the cross island walk
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Itirangi Pennycook, age 16 says she was thrilled to
be working alongside Te Ipukarea Society.
“I’ve learnt that here at TIS we offer a diverse
range of conservation projects throughout the
Cook Islands to achieve sustainability. These
include eco- bricking, soft approaches to coastal
protection such as geotextile sandbags and natural
vegetation, as well as providing reusables such as
glass jars that serve as drinking glasses in cafes and
are available for preserving all those mangoes as
mango chutney and jam! We are also providing
reusable feminine hygiene products to stop “period
poverty”, cut down on waste and save people
money.

We also identified and photographed habitats for
fish, eels, koura vai etc. It was a great day of
awareness raising. Keep an eye open for some
awareness products that will be made based
around the day’s activities

Also, if you haven’t seen it, check out our latest
video and advert on Wetlands, which is currently
showing on CITV and available here.
This was filmed at the nursery set up by Muri
Environment Care Group and we are grateful to the
assistance of Jo Holley in helping with the
interviews.

Throughout my association with TIS and Atuianga ki
te tango (a group run by Korero O Te Orau that
teaches youth about the significance of
sustainability and cultural foundations), I’ve
become more conscious of the negative impacts of
human activity throughout the country.
My aspiration is to take part in projects for
sustainability myself and be able to become an
influencer in terms of raising more environmental
awareness to our local people here in the Cook
Islands.”
We wish Iti all the best for her final year at Tereora
College and in her future career.

World Wetlands Day
February 2nd was World Wetlands Day. TIS
collaborated with Muri Environmental Care to help
raise awareness within our community on the
benefits of wetlands.
Activities on the day included surveying wetland
plants, photographing and identifying with access
to a Plant ID App, and creating display board.
We also collected and identified dragonfly,
damselfly and other insects, and started our
collection of photos of species.

Sose Napa and Mahi from NZ observing dragonflies in Pa Ariki’s Wetland

Maine Mura Meets Rarotonga
Last year TIS took our ‘Maine Mura Campaign’,
which promotes feminine hygiene products, to
women throughout the Pa Enua. With support
from the UN women, we were able to run
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presentations in schools, church groups, and at
community meetings to distribute free trial
products to those who attended.
The next stage in this project is to extend our
campaign to the young high school women, levels
9-13 here on the main island of Rarotonga. This
part of the programme is supported with funding
from the UNESCO Participation Programme.
TIS offers reusable pads, moon cups and has also
managed to source period undies for this phase.
The period undies are currently on trial to assess
the quality and comfortability of the products to
make sure they are suitable for our purpose before
we place a bulk order..

The goal is to influence women of the Cook Islands
to turn away from period poverty and start using
reusable products. The result of this is both
environmentally and economically beneficial
because you wouldn’t have to purchase disposable
pads and tampons that will contribute to the
rapidly increasing amount of waste in the landfill.
If all goes according to plan, the Maine Mura
presentation to all the young women on Rarotonga
and across the Cook Islands will be completed by
the end of April 2022.

Update of seabed exploration licences.
First school in the Cook Islands to recieve the Maine Mura programme, Apii
Mangaia

TIS will need a total of up to 60 minutes to deliver
the Maine Mura project at each high school and
will have a registered nurse from Cook Islands
Family Welfare Association (CIFWA) to cover health
and safety of each product in regards to how to
properly use and care for them.
Each student that participates in the program will
receive a free pack of reusable pads from charity
‘Days for girls’ as well as the option to have either
period undies or a moon cup.

In November 2021, the Seabed Minerals Authority
released summaries of the three seabed mining
exploration licence applications that they had
accepted for review, and asked for public
submissions by 3rd December. Several submissions
were received, and three of them, including ours,
were published on the SBMA website, along with
the responses from the 3 companies. You can view
them here.
The licencing review panel met shortly after this,
and we understand they provided their report and
recommendation to the Minister before Christmas.
However, we are still waiting for an announcement
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from the Seabed Minerals Authority on the result
of whether all three will get a licence.

Avana Foreshore coastal erosion wall
extension

The southern end of the geotextile structure at Avana is
suffering some erosion.

Crushed Glass Concrete Strength Testing
Angle of southern end to be extended

Stay tuned for Feburary’s newsletter for the
results…

We are pleased to advise that the Australian High
Commission has granted funding for an extension
to the geotextile coastal protection structure at
Avana. Following some high seas in recent months,
the structure has held up very well along the total
length. However, we have noticed that the Avana
stream end was suffering some erosion at the
Avana stream end. An extra bag high for the last 4
meter, and an extension of around 3 or 4 meters
will be needed, as well as some minor change to
the contouring at that end of the structure. We
hope to access these funds soon, arrange for the
required permits to be given by the relevant
authorities, and get this work completed as soon as
possible.
Ata herman, concrete engineer providing technical assistance for the 28 day
strength testing process
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