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We, like so many were shocked by the recent passing of
our friend and true environmental warrior, Sue FletcherVea. As a community, we have lost a wonderful leader
who thought big, but also walked the talk and was
dedicated to creating a more sustainable tourism
industry. We will miss you Sue!

World Oceans Day - Beach Clean Up
On Saturday 27th June we celebrated World Oceans Day
with a big coastal clean-up with Muri Environment Care
Group. Around 170 people came and did their bit to give
back to their lagoon.
The event closely aligned with Te Ara o te Onu’s recent
release of Ponu the rescue turtle and we encouraged
children to “clean Ponu’s home”. See the video of the
event here courtesy of Tokerau Jim.

Kia Orana e te katoatoa. Teia te nuti no Tiunu 2020.
Welcome to the June 2020 edition of our
newsletter.

Annual General Meeting
Everyone is invited to our AGM, this Wednesday July 15
at 5pm, Creative Centre in Tupapa. We are excited to be
entering our 25th year since forming in 1996. Enjoy
some videos of our activities over the past 14 months.
We have planned another big year ahead and we would
love your support. Why not come and join or renew your
membership with TIS and get involved!

Sue Fletcher-Vea

These two cuties, Ari and Indi are proud to be Mana Tiaki
Guardians of our precious moana by “cleaning Ponu’s home”

Happily, there was less rubbish collected this year, a
possible result of no tourism, but we did focus on tiny
microplastics too (to stop them from becoming fish
food). Interesting items included a motorbike helmet,
over 20 tyres, a catapult, lego and several Fish
Aggregation Devices (FAD) which had washed up on the
seaward side of the motu. Plastic bottles made up about
half of the general waste found. No good!!

A great turnout for the annual World Oceans Day beach
cleanup!
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We are very grateful to our wonderful sponsors for
making it a fun event with sausies, drinks and spot prizes.

Talking Trash for Plastic Free July
If you’ve been watching the Cook Islands News this past
week you may have seen our TV advert for Plastic Free
July! If not you can watch it here.
Meitaki to our wonderful volunteers for putting it
together, Jim Perkins Music, Motone Productions and
Tokerau Jim. Also to some of our Gold corporate
sponsors whose staff participated in the advert: CITC, Kia
Orana Villas, Bank of the Cook Islands and Hawaii Pacific
Maritime.

businesses to encourage them to make pledges. We
even pinned down the office of the Australian High
Commission to make some pledges for the month of July.

Chris and Penny from the Australian High Commission with
these pledges for Plastic Free July

Amendments to the Seabed Mining Act
It came something of a surprise to hear on the TV news
one night that amendments to the Seabed Bill Act were
about to be passed in Parliament the very next day.
Given the extensive submission TIS had made with fellow
NGO, Kōrero o te `Ōrau last year, we were surprised not
to be consulted given our stated interest in this issue..
Thanks to some quick work by Kelvin Passfield, we
managed to get agreement from the government to
open the process to consultation, for a one week period.
At the public meeting, the Seabed Mining Authority
advised that the proposed amendments were minor and
that many of our concerns would be met once the ‘whole
package’ of environmental regulations and guidelines
were available.
Surely, it would therefore make sense to wait and see the
‘whole package’ before revised legislation was passed?

Meitaki to our artists and TV stars from Apii Avarua.

Plastic Free July is a global challenge to reduce single use
plastic by choosing to refuse one single use plastic – or
more if you like! We have been visiting schools and

We also learnt that some of the proposed changes were
at the request of the mining industry, particularly those
relating to confidentiality. Which begs the question, why
are foreign mining companies able to suggest
amendments to Cook Islands legislation for the very
resource that they have a vested interest in?

TE IPUKAREA SOCIETY INC. (T.I.S.) BOX 649, RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS. PH: (682) 21144
EMAIL: INFO@TISCOOKISLANDS.ORG WEBSITE: HTTP://TISCOOKISLANDS.ORG

TE IPUKAREA SOCIETY NEWSLETTER TIUNU (JUNE) 2020
And conversely, why were local stakeholders like us not
consulted?

to create lasting environmental change at both local or
global scales.
In the hopes of developing some interest and future
career options within this niche area, TIS with the
support of the US Embassy in New Zealand are taking
environmental photography classes to 6 local high
schools across Rarotonga, Aitutaki and Atiu.
Part of the programme is to engage youth in our local
environmental issues, covering landscapes from the
ridge to the reef and hearing from experts in the field
from both NGOs and government.

Kelvin asks questions of the Seabed Mining Authority at the
public meeting on draft Amendment Bill

Students will then be taught how to use Nikon DSLR
cameras as well as learn editing skills from local
photographers Tokerau Jim and Turama Photography.

Thanks to the support from our international legal
community we lodged our submission in time. The Bill
has now been passed, though may of our concerns were
not addressed. Again, we were advised that most of
these will be addressed when the whole packages is
released. But already, the rights of the public to question
aspects of future mining licences have been diminished
in the amendments already passed.
You can read our article on this issue here. Please
contact us if you wish to see a copy of our submission.

Environment Through the Lens of Youth

Tereora College students taking photos of Tavake (Red tailed
tropic birds) as part of this new project

Of the various platforms that can be used to get our
message across, a good image can have a powerful
impact and reach a wide audience. It can have the power

The U.S Ambassador to the Cook Islands, Mr Scott Brown
says "We are proud to support this significant and
creative project in the Cook Islands happening over the
next 3 years in Rarotonga, Aitutaki, and Atiu. We hope
the youth in Rarotonga and Pa Enua make the most of
this opportunity to learn practical skills. We look forward
to seeing the photos they capture of your fabulous
country while also promoting our shared value of
environmental protection."
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Visit to the TCA with the Aunties
Our team, together with TIS patron, Ian Karika enjoyed a
catchup with Cook Island Tourism to chat about the work
we do in caring for our little paradise.
A hike in the Takitumu Conservation Area was made
especially nice with the company of the chatty Aunties
and the even chattier kakerori which seem to be present
in good numbers.

TIS and CI Tourism staff taking a breather for the paparazzi

We have also been working with Cook Islands Tourism
and Ridge to Reef to review the Mana Tiaki Eco
Certification programme. It is a useful exercise in
determining how it is meeting its biodiversity objectives
and whether changes need to be made going forward.
Thanks to all who completed the survey and
congratulations to Liana Scott on winning the Paradise
Supplies voucher!

Feeling Deflated with Pool Floatie pile up
Last month we mentioned TIS executive member Sabine
Janneck was making bags out of popped inflatable pool
floaties. Well she has been busy - check out some of her
creations!
Sabine has managed to create a selection of bags
including a lovely blue striped lilo shopping bag, a
crocodile beach bag and a gorgeous donut handbag
complete with sprinkles! You can see more of Sabine’s
work on Facebook @CookIslandsRecyclingCreations and
on Instagram @CircleCooks

The culprits who popped the crocodile inflatable were pretty
pleased to see what became of it!

Meitaki ma’ata for reading our newsletter. We hope to see you at our AGM Wednesday 15th July at 5pm, Creative
Centre, Tupapa! From all of us at Te Ipukarea Society
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