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Purse Seining Claim Successful In Court Of Appeal 

The Court of Appeal has upheld the claim by the 

Aronga Mana of Te Au O Tonga and Te Ipukarea 

Society against the Government regarding the 

European Union agreement for purse seine fishing 

in Cook Islands waters. 

The Court of Appeal found that the Government 

breached its domestic and international legal 

obligations by failing to conduct an environmental 

impact assessment (EIA) before extending the purse 

seine fishery. 

The Court also found that the Government, again in 

breach of domestic and international law, failed to 

apply the precautionary approach.  The 

Government did not properly consider the impact 

on by-catch species such as bigeye tuna, and the 

impact on local fishers.  The Court was particularly 

concerned that there had been a complete lack of 

consultation with local fishers before the decision 

was made. 

In addition, the Court found that the Government 

has failed to comply with the requirement in its own 

Purse Seine Fishery Plan to conduct a review every 

two years. 

The Court has directed the Government to obtain, 

examine and consider an EIA regarding the purse 

seine fishery within 12 months, in accordance with 

the Environment Act and international law. 

One of three public protest marches against purse seine 

fishing, this one taken in 2016. 

Kamoe Mataiapo and Patron of Te Ipukarea Society, 

Ian Karika said he was very pleased that the claim 

had been successful.  “The decision to take on the 

Government on this issue was not taken lightly and 

we only went ahead with it because of the 

overwhelming support from the community,” he 

said.  “We are so fortunate to live in a country where 

this can be done, without fear of the potential 

consequences of taking on the Government, for a 

cause we strongly believe in”, he added.  

The Court also ruled that Te Ipukarea Society and 

the Aronga Mana of Te Au o Tonga are entitled to 

claim against Government for their expenses in 

taking this matter to court.  However, following a 

discussion between representatives from Te 

Ipukarea Society and the Aronga Mana, it was 

agreed that they will not seek costs. The appellants 

feel that to claim costs would ultimately place more 

burden on the taxpayers, who have 
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already funded the considerable expenses 

Government had outlaid to dispute the claims. In 

addition, TIS and the Aronga Mana had already 

received adequate financial support to fight this 

case from Cook Islands taxpayers and overseas 

supporters through fund raising. 

Technical Director of Te Ipukarea Society, Kelvin 

Passfield, said “we and the Aronga Mana of the 

Cook Islands are extremely grateful for the time and 

effort put in assisting us research the case and 

presenting it to the court by our legal team, Isaac 

Hikaka and Jack Cundy of the law firm 

LeeSalmonLong.” 

 

Te Ipukarea Society Attend Raʻui Workshop 

Our organisation was well attended at a recent 

workshop on ra’ui (customary marine protected 

areas), with Kelvin, Alanna, Liam and Ian able to 

attend. We enjoyed participating in productive 

discussions about the benefits of ra’ui as well as the 

challenges of ensuring they remain respected in 

modern times. 

A group photo of some of the attendants. Photo Credit: NES. 

The aim of the workshop was collecting and 

collating all information on the range of protected 

areas across Rarotonga. Over 20 stakeholders were 

in attendance. 

The workshop was a partnership between the Cook 

Islands National Environment Service and SPREP 

through the BIOPAMA programme an initiative of 

the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of 

States financed by the European Union’s 11th 

European Development Fund. 

 

Young Conservation Leaders Busy At Work 

Our Te Ipukarea Youth task force team have been 

busy working on a ‘Young Conservation Leaders’ 

assignment which was required after Teuru 

Passfield’s recent participation at the BirdLife Young 

Conservation Leaders workshop in Indonesia. Teuru 

learnt a wide range of new skills which included 

personal leadership development, project planning 

preparation and learning how to influence 

behaviour change towards conservation initiatives. 

These new skills learnt by Teuru then required her 

to conduct a training seminar to share her new skills 

with the remaining youth members, and apply these 

new skills to an advocacy project TIS are currently 

working on. 

The new skills learnt have been super beneficial as 

they can be applied to all types of projects, which 

can greatly assist in producing well organised 

successful project plans. More news on the TIS 

advocacy project will be detailed in our next 

newsletter.  

The TIS Youth Task Force proudly show off their new YCL shirts 

and their reusable drink bottles. 
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Fellows Programme Merges Needs of Nature And 

Indigenous People 

Our project officer Liam was recently inducted into 

a young fellows programme, run by Nia Tero, a 

conservation organisation formed just last year. So 

what makes Nia Tero different from existing 

conservation organisations? 

Nia Tero’s focus is on strengthening the capacity 

and/or recognition of indigenous peoples as the 

traditional guardians of their lands, many of which 

are vital ecosystems for our planet. Through 

ensuring strong indigenous ownership rights of 

these vital ecosystems, our environment and the 

greater human population will benefit. This is 

reflected in their motto: “Thriving Peoples, Thriving 

Places”. 

Indigenous peoples are ethnic groups who are the 

original inhabitants of a given region, in contrast to 

groups that have settled, occupied or colonized the 

area more recently. Groups are usually described as 

indigenous when they maintain traditions or other 

aspects of an early culture that is associated with a 

given region. In the Cook Islands, anyone of Māori 

descent (often referred to as Cook Islands Māori to 

distinguish from our cousins in Aotearoa) are 

considered our indigenous people. The word māori 

itself means indigenous. Some of our other Cook 

Islands terms for indigenous people include tangata 

no te ʻenua, toketoke ʻenua, and tumu ʻenua. 

The fellows programme will likely be a long term 

relationship, however it kicked off earlier this month 

when Liam and the other three fellows were 

brought together in San Francisco, Turtle Island (an 

indigenous name for North America which is 

preferred by many indigenous groups). 

The Cook Islander was able to sit in on the Nia Tero 

advisory council meeting and learn more about who 

is supporting and feeding expertise into directing 

the organisation. The team consists of a number of 

accomplished leaders from the fields of 

conservation and human rights such as: Peter 

Seligmann (a co-founder of Conservation 

International), Vicky Tauli Corpuz (the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples), 

Nainoa Thompson (Hawaiian Ocean Voyager) and 

many indigenous leaders who have coordinated 

efforts to recognise indigenous rights such as the 

Standing Rock Protests and countless more. 

The four fellows with Nia Tero Partnerships Manager 

Margarita Mora (left) Chief Program Officer Chris Fillardi (back 

right) and Harrison Ford, at the welcoming of the Hawaiian 

vaka, Hikianalia, in San Francisco. 

During the first portion of the programme, Liam and 

the other young fellows were given talks and 

trainings from a number of experts on topics 

including: scaling up our current conservation 

efforts, effective storytelling using writing or video 

media, identifying areas where Nia Tero can assist in 

capacity building, and hearing from indigenous 

people who have already achieved great outcomes 

for their respective peoples.  

The second portion of the trip was based in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts at the Massachusetts 

Institude of Technology (MIT). While there, the four 

fellows were able to present to a gathering of 

interested MIT research students on the challenges 

facing their respective indigenous groups. Liam 

covered issues of loss of cultural practices and how 

this has led to a disconnection of many Cook 

Islanders to the land. This disconnection has paved 

the way for development and conservation 
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challenges. Some of these challenges including rapid 

and unrestricted tourism development, 

unsustainable fisheries, and potential impacts from 

seabed mining. Liam will have to wait and see 

whether his presentation could lead into a research 

patnership with one of more of these students. 

Photos from MIT: Presenting to students (above) 

and group photo with Andre Uhl. 

 

Liam is grateful for the support of Te Ipukarea 

Society for his attendance, Marae Moana for 

nominating him, and Nia Tero for welcoming him 

into their family. 

 

Mission: Eat Less Plastic 

A team of sailors from Hawaii New Zealand and the 

United States have joined forces to embark on an 

expedition across the southern Pacific Ocean to 

witness and record the growing epidemic of plastic 

pollution our oceans and marine life are now faced 

with. A rotating team of around 8 crew will be 

visiting island nations across the pacific, 

documenting the plastic debris findings as they 

cross through the south pacific Gyre. 

An Ocean gyre is a large system of circular ocean 

currents formed by global wind patterns and forces 

created by Earth’s rotation. There are 5 notable 

gyres; the Indian Ocean Gyre, North Atlantic Gyre, 

North Pacific Gyre, South Atlantic Gyre and South 

Pacific Gyre. The movement of these major ocean 

gyres help drive the “ocean conveyor belt”. This 

conveyor belt is the cause of circulating ocean water 

around the entire planet. There are some patches of 

ocean however, such as the North Pacific, which 

experience a lack of ocean movement, causing 

debris and litter to accumulate within these areas 

for years. This phenomenon is now known as the 

Great Pacific Garbage Patch. 

Liam with ELP’s Captain Phil Somerville and his wife Jill. 

Te Ipukarea Society’s recent work trip to Suwarrow 

reinforced the significance of this plastic waste 

issue, revealing itself on an uninhabited island. Trails 

of plastic waste would mark the high tide line on the 

shores of Suwarrow’s islets. Plastic waste was also 

found scattered throughout the islets through the 

assistance of past storm surges.  

Witnessing the impacts of marine litter taking effect 

on an uninhabited island, further reinforced the 
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need for a regional collaboration in order to tackle 

this issue of plastic marine waste. 

This is where the Eat Less Plastic team aim to gain 

momentum, by visiting a number of the pacific 

islands, obtaining data from each of island and then 

sharing with these islands what steps and methods 

their neighbouring sister islands are doing to 

combat this rising issue. 

The team arrived into Avatiu Harbour at the start of 

the week after just visiting in Tahiti, where they 

were able to share their story and findings from 

there. During their stay here on Rarotonga, the 

team visited Titikaveka, Imanuela Akatemia and 

Tereora College to raise further awareness about 

their project and to stimulate like-minded people 

into thinking more about living a sustainable plastic 

free lifestyle by reducing, refusing and recycling 

plastic waste. 

After visiting the Cook Islands, the Eat Less Plastic 

team then sailed on to Niue, Tonga, Fiji and then 

finally New Zealand. All data collected from this 

expedition will be sent to the ‘5 Gyres Trawl Share 

Program’ to analyse and quantify the impact plastic 

is having on our oceans, marine life and our 

ecosystems. Results will be used to educate and 

create legislative changes for our future. 

To learn more about the crew and their mission go 

to eatlessplastic.com and lovethesea.org 

 

School’s Efforts Impress Environmentalists During 

Visit 

Te Ipukarea Society staff have teamed up with the 

Eat Less Plastic team while they were here, as they 

presented to schools on the issue of marine plastics. 

On their final school visit, Papaaroa School made a 

big impact on TIS project officer, Liam Kokaua. 

While at Papaaroa School, Liam was impressed to 

see that the students were already taking the waste 

issue  

Uinto their own hands to combat the marine plastics 

epidemic currently affecting our oceans, and our 

health. Here is some of the great work they have 

been doing to address this issue: 

 

 
Shots from the ELP and TIS visit to Papaaroa School, including 

their new signboard. 

Under the guidance of science teacher Colleen 

Berry, The school carries out weekly rubbish 

cleanups along the Papaaroa beach area. Year 7 and 

8 students pick up the rubbish one week, alternating 

with the Year 9 and 10 students whose turn then it 

is to pick up the rubbish. 

In Mrs Berry’s science classes, the year 7 and 8 

students have been learning about lagoon 

ecosystems and how they can be affected by marine 

plastic. They have tied this into the “Canoe is the 

People” learning programme. Through this 

programme they have learnt about the idea of 

Guardianship (Kaitiakitanga/Mana Tiaki) of our 
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environment. They also have made model vaka out 

of repurposed plastic litter. 

For year 9 and 10, they have sorted and catalogued 

the litter they have collected off the beach and 

made graphs to present their findings. Through 

doing this, the students have found that the amount 

of polystyrene rubbish has increased greatly in 

recent weeks. They have called their unit  “We Can’t 

Eat Plastic Fish”. 

In Chemistry, the students have been learning about 

how plastics are made from fossil fuels. How 

burning plastic produces harmful toxins into the air, 

and how this can eventually contribute to the 

formation of “acid rain” which damages our coral 

reefs. 

In Physics, students have been looking at ocean 

currents, and how these currents transport plastic 

waste, and how they can even create the gigantic 

gyres of plastic waste such as those found in remote 

areas of the Pacific Ocean. 

In Biology, they have been learning about animal 

food chains, and how microplastics are now making 

their way into human diets through the fish that we 

eat.  

To top it off, the school students have been working 

on a large sign board which will be erected at 

Papaaroa Beach. The Sign Board says “We Can’t Eat 

Plastic Fish”, “Don’t Rubbish our Lagoon” and 

“Refuse, Reduce, Recycle”. The sign will come 

complete with plastic “fish” made out of plastic 

bottles to emphasise the message. The students 

have been working with Stan Wolfgram at Te Ara 

Museum of Cultural Enterprise to learn how to 

create the fish and learning more about 

environmental issues while there. 

Te Ipukarea Society would like to congratulate the 

students of Papaaroa School for being the guardians 

for the Papaaroa area. We wish them the best as 

they continue the fight against plastic waste and 

hopefully they will inspire others in our community 

to do the same. 

Community based adaptation to climate change 

(CBA) Workshop in Palau 

In August Kelvin attended the small island 

developing states (SIDS) regional community based 

adaptation (CBA) project Pacific Regional workshop. 

Kelvin is managing a project which Te Ipukarea 

Society is implementing in 3 countries (Cook Islands, 

Niue, and Tokelau). 

Above: Jellyfish lake in Palau is famous for its numerous 

jellyfish,  though decline in recent years has resulted in the lake 

currently  being closed to tourists. Below: The Palau Pledge is 

stamped into your passport on arrival., and you must sign 

before entering the country.  

At the workshop Kelvin presented on who Te 

Ipukarea Society are, and also on the progress on 

the project activities in the 3 countries. A one day 

field trip to the Rock Islands and Jellyfish lake was a 

highlight! Also the pledge to protect the Palau 

environment that they stamp in your passport to 

sign before clearing customs was a 
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great way to make visitors aware of their impact one 

the environment during their visit. The GEF small 

grants  CBA project is implemented by UNDP and 

funded by the Australian Goverment. 

 

Supporting Awareness Raising of Cook Islands’ 

Renewable Energy Efforts 

Liam and Alanna have been happy to assist two 

German film makers currently here producing a 

documentary called 'Sun and Wind - A Movie 

About Renewable Energy'. The Documentary will 

look at the journey of two island groups - The Cook 

Islands who are in the process of converting to 

100% solar energy, and the El Hierro in the Canary 

Islands (Atlantic Ocean) who now source 100% of 

their electricity from wind energy. We wish Eric 

and Dennis all the best with their work. 

 

 

Congratulations to our first Plastic Battle 

Participants 

Plastic Battle is a new initiative which TIS has 

started in the Cook Islands. The campaign works 

through partnership with business establishments, 

promoting alternative sources of drinking water 

through refilling stations, or by upscaling bottled 

water sold to 1 litre sizes and above. 

After two months since being launched we now 

have 9 establishments on board. These are: 

The Café, Muri Beachcomber, Te Ara Museum of 

Cultural Enterprise, The Lazy Trout, Ikurangi Eco-

Retreat, Vibe Café, Coco Latte, Kai & Co., Beluga 

Café, and Bite Time. 

For more information about how your business can 

be involved, contact Alanna on 21144. 

 

 

Rakuraku School Get Creative With Wearable Arts 

Students of Rakuraku School in Rakahanga 

participated in a wearable arts competition on the 

21st of September to close off on a week where the 

students were involved with ‘Clean Up the World 

Day’ and ‘Literacy Week’. A total of 19 students 

participated in the event which involved students 

creating wearable pieces made out of a range of 

different waste materials such as aluminium cans, 

to pig feed sacks, cardboard material and 2 min 

noodle packets. A personalised runway made of 

painted plastic panels was laid on the beach front 

arena with a podium stage that was lined with 

plastic bottles.  

Rakahanga located in the northern Cook Islands has 

a current population of around 78 people. Waste 

http://tiscookislands.org/


 

TE IPUKAREA SOCIETY INC. (T.I.S.) BOX 649, RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS. PH: (682) 21144  
EMAIL: INFO@TISCOOKISLANDS.ORG WEBSITE: HTTP://TISCOOKISLANDS.ORG 

TE IPUKAREA SOCIETY NEWSLETTER AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2018 

collected is disposed of in a large dug out 

community hole located in Numahanga. Two 

previous pits, in Hunters Corner and Kuta, have 

already been covered over. E-waste collected is 

stored and then exported off the island back to the 

capital Rarotonga to be dismantled and to then sell 

parts that have some value.  

By holding a wearables arts competition Rakuraku 

School wanted to bring Rakahanga’s waste issue to 

light, to get creative minds to start thinking more on 

how one can reduce, reuse and recycle waste. 

Waste disposal in the outer islands is still an area 

that needs attention, as majority of waste 

produced is either buried or burnt. 

This beautiful dress was made from pig feed sacks and 

aluminium cans.  

Sonny Repaio (Year 5) reuses crushed aluminium cans 

 

Meitaki ma’ata for reading our newsletter. We 

wish you all the best in making better choices for 

our environment. 

Kia manuia, 

The TIS team. 
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