
Kia Orana e te katoatoa. Teia te nuti no Me

2022. 

Welcome to the May 2022 edition of our

newsletter. Here's what we got up to

over the past month and upcoming save

the date activities that might interest

you.

Gearing up for Suwarrow!

The much awaited rat eradication project to take

place on the two Motu Kena islets is sea-marked to

commence Monday 6th June. Te Ipukarea Society

will be heading up with the Cook Islands Voyaging

Society and the Support of the National

Environment Service to eradicate a remnant

population of rats found on these small islets on

Suwarrow.

Whilst the team are in Suwarrow they will also

conduct seabird surveys as well as document what

waste is being washed up, including a count on

abandoned drifting FADs found.

This operation would have not been possible

without the support of individual donations

received over the past few months, as well as

major donations received from BirdLife

International, National Environment Service and

the Gordons. Funds were also supplemented by

$5 from each and every TIS water bottle sold

this year. There is still time to support the RAT

campaign. For those based on Rarotonga

options include

● opt to buy a TIS water bottle with $5 from

every purchase going towards the campaign.

Or you can choose either of our online banking

options to support directly.

● For the Cook Islands: Bank of the Cook

Islands (BCI) Te Ipukarea Society Account: 82853 S15

● Based in NZ: KiwiBank 389 020 0794187 00

● For international donations, we have a

crowdfunding page: Protecting a Little

Paradise

You can learn more about the project here.

Suwarrow, National Park of the Cook Islands
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Throwback Rat Eradication in 2018

Rat Eradication team members Ashley Cota and Mia
Samuela dispursing bait on Motu Tou

The previous rat eradication project on
Suwarrow took place in 2018 on Motu Tou
and Motu Kena 1 & 2.

A monitoring trip in 2021 however found a
remnant population of rats on Motu Kena 2.

In order to ensure the remnant population
does not cross over to the neighbouring
motu that was found to be rat free, there
was an urgent need to return back to
Suwarrow to complete the job

Click the link below to watch a short
documentary of the 2018 Rat Eradication
Programme and see what the 2022 team
will be getting up to.

Saving Suwarrows Seabirds 2018 HD

Maine Mura Meets Apii Arorangi

Students at Apii Arorangi showing off their reusable pad kits
donated by Days for GIrls New Zealand.

A special request was made by Apii
Arorangi to run the popular Maine Mura
Programme that was delivered by TIS and
CIFWA.

With some students having already started
their menstrual cycles at primary level, the
presentation was well received.

Today there are still a lot of stigmas or
feelings of being too shy to talk about or ask
questions when it comes to understanding
those changes occurring within a female
body. Maine mura offers an opportunity to
break down these walls of ‘akama’ to
improve our level of understanding and
hopefully normalise talk around this very
area so we can learn more from one
another.
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Around 20 females year 6-8 attended the
presentations and asked some great
questions!

Ocean Pollution Awareness
Raising Presentation

Apii Te Uki Ou Year 5 and 6 Eco-Warriors with their rubbish
and waste audit sheets after doing a mini beach cleanup.

In preparation for World Oceans Day on the
8th June, TIS visited Apii Te Uki Ou to give
an introductory presentation on ocean
pollution and those local solutions to reduce
our waste.

With a break in the weather we headed out
to do a mini waste audit beach cleanup in
front of the school collecting mostly small
pieces of plastics, aluminium cans and
plastic bottle caps.

Of all waste collected, the waste audit
highlighted that plastic was the most
common waste material collected in front of
Te Uki Ou School

The Best Worm Farm Ever!

Apii Te Uki Ou Year 5 and 6’s feeding their vegetable garden
with liquid gold worm wee, the best fertiliser on the market.

What a week for Te Ipukarea Society!

The team ran a fun refresher worm farm
course with the year 5 and 6 students from
Apii Te Uki Ou.

The TIS team gave a brief introductory
presentation on what a worm farm is, how it
works and the steps to care for your worm
farm.

Taking it to the next level, we finished with a
fun game called yes or no. Alanna, Paris
and Terena took turns testing the kids'
knowledge on worm dietary restrictions. We
then headed to the school's garden to see
how their worm farm was doing.

Worm farms are a great way to recycle
kitchen waste and food scraps to produce
the best natural fertiliser for your plants and
garden.

If you are keen on learning more about
composting, swing by and see our team at
our office right next to Bamboo Jacks.
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Celebrating World Migratory Bird
Day

The Bristle Thighed Curlew, Teue, a well travelled visitor
from the Arctic region having a break before jetting off again.

In the month of May we also celebrated
World Migratory Bird Day!

If you’re out at the beach taking a dip, be
sure to keep an eye out for our long
distance visitors who enjoy flying past to say
Kia Orana.

If you are curious about our feathered
friends then, get your birdy geek on and
check out all of the migratory birds that visit
our sunny shorelines by clicking the link
below.

Cook Islands Biodiversity Database - Bristle
Thighed Curlew

A Fiddler Crabby Situation!

Alanna debriefing the year 8 and 9 students from Apii Te Uki
Ou on their findings of the red fiddler crab populations in the
Aroko Salt Marsh.

Red fiddler crab surveys were conducted at
one of the rarest ecosystems in the Cook
Islands, the Aroko Salt Marsh.

With our skills and knowledge we shared
the two different ways of running a
population survey for stationary biodiversity
of interest. The first method discussed was
using a quadrat and counting the number of
crab holes that are inside the quadrat. The
second method is using a line transect
where 1 m observations either side of the
transect line are counted.

From our findings we found that crab hole
numbers were greater closer to the sea than
there was towards the road.
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Kakerori Bird Banding Adventures
with Hugh

All geared up for the Takitumu Conservation Area to learn
about bird banding from Hugh.

A wonderful day spent up at the Takitumu
Conservation Area with Hugh learning about
the Kakerori in Rarotonga, its history and
current conservation practices in place now
to protect the endemic forest bird.

We also had the opportunity to be a part of
the banding process where our team parked
ourselves on one of the ridges and watched
as Hugh and his team deployed a mist net
that is used to catch the Kakerori bird
(Rarotonga Flycatcher) to safely band and
release.

The mist net that is used to capture the
kakerori for banding is superfine making it
difficult for the birds to see.
Unfortunately, we weren’t Hugh’s lucky
charms on this particular day trip so didn't
catch any but definitely saw a whole heap!

Ana Tiraa Yoga Donations

Namaste Ana Tiraa for your generous donations to Te
Ipukarea Society.

Every Tuesday at 12pm at the Terevete
Park, Ana Tiraa holds a 1 hour
yoga/relaxation session for a gold coin
donation.
Each month all proceeds collected from the
yoga class goes to an organisation of Anas
choice and this month was TIS.
Namaste Ana for thinking of us! We
received $160.40
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Upcoming Events for June

Join Muri Village Community for our annual
Muri beach clean up to celebrate World
Oceans Day!

Help the environment and explore the
lagoon and beaches of Muri with boats to
the Motu or select a stream or coastline
around Muri (or anywhere in Rarotonga) to
clean.

Join us back at RSC by 10.30am for spot
prizes & a sausage sizzle kindly donated by
CITC!

Bring the family along, there are lots of jobs
for everyone!

You can also register for the Muri Beach
cleanup by clicking the link below:

Register here for World Oceans Day Muri
Beach Cleanup!

Join the TIS family or renew your
membership

Four of our nine Gold Corporate members of TIS for 2021-22. Pacific

Resort, CITC, Motu, Capital Security Bank Limited (top left to right)

Corporate, individual and family membership

fees can be done online by filling out your

details here. On this page are instructions on

how to proceed with online membership

payments based on where you currently reside.

Meitaki Ma’ata for reading this

month's newsletter.  Meitaki e kia

manuia from all of us at Te

Ipukarea Society.

TE IPUKAREA SOCIETY INC. (T.I.S.) Box 649, Rarotonga, Cook Islands. Ph: (682) 21144

email:info@tiscookislands.org website: HTTP://TISCOOKISLANDS.ORG

https://www.facebook.com/events/739841077019794?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D]%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/739841077019794?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D]%7D
https://tiscookislands.org/donate/
mailto:info@tiscookislands.org
http://tiscookislands.org


TE IPUKAREA SOCIETY INC. (T.I.S.) Box 649, Rarotonga, Cook Islands. Ph: (682) 21144

email:info@tiscookislands.org website: HTTP://TISCOOKISLANDS.ORG

mailto:info@tiscookislands.org
http://tiscookislands.org

