
Kia Orana. Teia te nuti no Tiunu 2022. 

Welcome to the June 2022 edition of our

newsletter. Prepared here is an

overview of the activities that we have

achieved over the month, along with

some upcoming fun activities you may

consider being involved in.

Suwarrow 2022 - Rat Eradication
Programme

After a 23 day long expedition via our traditional
sailing vaka Marumaru Atua, the team has
returned home safely after conducting various
conservation projects. These included seabird
surveys, perimeter rubbish surveys, coconut

crab population surveys and of course a rat
eradication project on the last remaining islet
known to have a population of kiore (Pacific
rats).

Although we feel we were successful with the
rat eradication project, we won't know for sure
until a monitoring check is done in the next year
or two.

Suwarrow Rat Eradication team 2022 Alanna Smith, Kelvin
Passfield, Ana Tiraa, Jeremiah Samuela, Zebadia Revake and
Henry Koteka.

This project was made possible with the
support of BirdLife International, the National
Environment Service, the Gordon family as well
as generous donations made from multiple
supporters from the Cook Islands and
Internationally. A brief video presentation of the
trip will be presented at next week's TIS AGM.
13th July, 4.30pm at Karika Palace.
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World Oceans Day School Beach
Cleanup

Participating primary school Apii Nikao organising the waste collected
into categories to be collected by Infrastructure Cook Islands.

On World Oceans Day, June 8th, we asked
participating primary schools if they were
interested in conducting a beach cleanup in
front of their school. Participating primary
schools included Apii Te Uki Ou, Apii Nikao,
Apii Takitumu and Apii Arorangi. They
collected rubbish along the beach and
conducted a waste audit to see what
categories of waste was most collected.

Conducting a mini waste audit was a great way
to get the students thinking about what type of
rubbish is being found along the coast and the
impacts these materials have on our marine
ecosystem.

Read more about the ‘World Oceans Day
Cleanup’ here.

Fourth Annual Muri Beach Cleanup
2022

Awesome turnout and massive efforts for this year's Muri Beach
Cleanup led by Muri Environment Care group with support from
Te Ipukarea Society.

This year, Muri Environment Care group led
the annual Muri Beach Cleanup with the
support of Te Ipukarea Society,
Infrastructure Cook Islands and the
Rarotonga Sailing Club.

An excellent sorting system for collected
waste took place behind the Rarotonga
Sailing Club. Following the sorting of
rubbish, Infrastructure Cook Islands came
and collected the waste and carried out a
waste audit based on volume collected per
category.

A huge thank you to Avarua Bakery for
kindly donating flour bags which were
reused as rubbish bags, Infrastructure Cook
Islands and CITC Avarua for donating the
yummy sausage sizzles!
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A Career in Conservation

Paris Tutty VSA volunteer showcasing a few of Te Ipukarea
Society’s environmental projects at the 2022 Careers Day
exhibition.

Careers Day 2022 was an opportunity to
bring students around Rarotonga together
to gain a better understanding of what
potential career opportunities are available
in the Cook Islands.

Te Ipukarea Society made a feature on the
day with a stall showcasing some of the
work we do. This also provided a valuable
opportunity to meet upcoming future
conservationists who were interested in the
work we do.

MV Seasurveyor Launch Event

Cook Islands Cobalt Ocean Research and Seaworks Vessel
MV Seasurveyor ceremony.

Te Ipukarea Society staff members Terena
Koteka-Wiki and Paris Tutty attended the
launch of the MV Sea surveyor.

The MV Sea surveyor will be in the Cook
Islands carrying out research and
exploration for the next five years.

Researchers aboard the vessel will be
working towards gaining a better
understanding of what is lying on the
seafloor and assisting with learning more
about the deep sea floor environment.

With three exploration licenses being
awarded at the start of the year to mining
companies. There is now a need to ensure
independent research vessels, not only
those of the mining companies, are also
involved in our exploration phase. This will
improve our understanding of how our deep
sea ecosystem functions and ensure non
bias information is being collected.

Mark those calendars!
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Just a friendly reminder that our 26th
Annual General Meeting is just around the
corner!

Details for Te Ipukarea Society AGM are as
follows:

When: 13th July 2022

Venue: Karika Palace, Avarua

Time: 4:30pm to 6:00pm

We welcome all members, corporate
members, new members and those
interested in learning more about the work
we do to attend our AGM next week.

The evening will involve a president's report,
delivered by Teina Mackenzie, showcasing
our project areas achieved over the past
year.

Electing our 2022-23 executive board which
consists of

President

Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

Patrons

Board members = 4

A brief video presentation of our most
recent trip to Suwarrow will also be
screened.

Taking responsibility for our
plastic waste

Our Eco-bricks showcased at the Careers Day expo 2022.

For the past year, Te Ipukarea Society has
become interested in ecobricking, a system
that involves compacting clean plastic waste
into plastic bottles. Compacting large
quantities of plastic waste creates a heavy
bottle (500g) which translates into an eco
brick.

From collecting enough bricks, the society
aims to make a raised garden out of
eco-bricks and concrete that uses crushed
glass as opposed to sand.

If you find that your household is consuming
lots of plastic waste, consider taking the
challenge by making your own eco brick for
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#plasticfreejuly! TIS will happily take all
ecobricks made from clean plastic that
weigh 500g. This will go towards our raised
garden project design.

Plastic Free July Challenge

Join our efforts to reduce the amount of waste
that is entering our landfill and the ocean.

Choose to refuse single use plastics in the
month of July. This can be as simple as
bringing a reusable bag from home to do your
groceries.

Other tips to reduce your daily plastic
consumption include.

1) Bring your own reusable cup for your
early morning coffee fix.

2) Consider switching your plastic water
bottle for a reusable bottle.

3) Say no to plastic straws.
4) Avoid plastic wrap by storing leftovers

in a reusable container to reduce glad
wrap usage.

Together we can make a difference by simply
choosing to refuse single-use plastic.

Will you join the challenge?

Renew or become a new member of
Te Ipukarea Society

Four of our nine Gold Corporate members of TIS for 2021-22. Pacific

Resort, CITC, Motu, Capital Security Bank Limited (top left to right)

Corporate, individual and family membership

fees can now be done online by filling out your

details here. Through this page, there are

instructions on how best to proceed with online

membership payment based on where you

currently reside.

We hope you enjoyed reading our

newsletter.  Meitaki e kia manuia from

all of us at Te Ipukarea Society.
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